RE C3
[image: ]


[image: ]
[image: ]



Answers
1)
2)
3a)
b)
c)
4)
5a)
b)
6)
7)
8)
image2.png
Holi
The Legend of Prahlad and Holika

Long ago, there lived a demon king named Hiranyakashyap, who believed that he
was more powerful than any god. With his immense strength and control, he had.
taken over the whole of Earth and he demanded that everyone must worship him,
making it forbidden to worship anyone or anything else.

However, to Hiranyakashyap's great annoyance and disappointment, he found out
that his only son, Prahlad, was a devoted worshipper of Vishnu - a real god - and.
that Prahlad would never agree to worship his father.

One day, Hiranyakashyap asked his son a question, “Who is the greatest, God or I?"
“God is," replied Prahlad. “You are only a mere king."

Prahlad’s answer made Hiranyakashyap so angry that he decided that his only
option would be to kill his son. Hiranyakashyap planned, plotted and schemed. He
tried many different methods to bring Prahlad to harm. Prahlad was thrown over a
cliff, thrown into a well, trampled by an elephant, bitten by venomous snakes and
attacked by soldiers but, each time, the god Vishnu stepped in and saved Prahlad
from harm.

Finally, in desperation, Hiranyakashyap asked his sister Holika
to kill Prahlad. Holika was a demon and she owned a special |
cloak which, when she wore it, would prevent her from being
harmed by fire. Holika decided to use this power to kill Prahlad
once and for all.

Hiranyakashyap asked hissister Holika tosit on a bonfire, knowing
that it would cause her no harm whilst she was wrapped in her
special cloak. She tricked Prahlad and lured him to sit on her
knee in the middle of the bonfire, thinking that Prahlad would
be killed by the flames whilst she remained safe inside her cloak.

However, the gods, including Vishnu, did not like her evil
intentions. As the fire roared to life, the magical cloak flew from
Holika's back and wrapped itself around Prahlad. The wicked
demon Holika was burned away, whilst Prahlad survived
unharmed. Knowing where the plan had come from, the god
Vishnu also decided to punish Hiranyakashyap for his evil plot
and took him away, never to be seen again.
With his wicked father and aunt gone forever, Prahlad was free to
live in happiness and became king of his land, ruling fairly and
wisely for the rest of his days, showing that good will always
triumph over evil.
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Questions

. ‘With his immense strength and control..’
What do you think the word immense means in this sentence? Tick one.
O large or great
O weak or feehle
O small and hard to see.

. Draw a line to match the character’s name to their role in the story.

What was the name of the demon king? § ) Vishnu
Who did Prahlad worship? ¢ ¢ Holika

Who helped Hiranyakashyap to .
u’hun his sunn? o 1 Hiranyakashyap

. Name three things that Hiranyakashyap did to try and kill his son.

.

2.

3.

. Insert the words below into the gaps in this sentence:

evil good triumph

This story shows that will always over

. Find and copy two adverbs from the final paragraph which show how Prahlad ruled.

1.

2.

. Why do you think that Prahlad would never agree to worship his father?
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7. Find and copy a phrase from the text which shows that Prahlad was unaware of
Holika's plan.

8. Give an example of another story you know where good triumphs over evil.





