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On this day, we gather because we have chosen hope over fear, unity of
purpose over conflict and discord.
On this day, we come to proclaim an end to the petty grievances and false
promises, the recriminations and worn-out dogmas that for far too long
have strangled our politics.
We remain a young nation, but in the words of Scripture, the time has
come to set aside childish things. The time has come to reaffirm our
enduring spirit; to choose our better history; to carry forward that
precious gift, that noble idea, passed on from generation to generation:
the God-given promise that all are equal, all are free, and all deserve a
chance to pursue their full measure of happiness.
In reaffirming the greatness of our nation, we understand that greatness
is never a given. It must be earned. Our journey has never been one of
shortcuts or settling for less.
It has not been the path for the faint-hearted, for those who prefer leisure
over work, or seek only the pleasures of riches and fame.
Rather, it has been the risk-takers, the doers, the makers of things – some
celebrated, but more often men and women obscure in their labor – who
have carried us up the long, rugged path towards prosperity and freedom.
This is the journey we continue today. We remain the most prosperous,
powerful nation on Earth. Our workers are no less productive than
when this crisis began. Our minds are no less inventive, our goods and
services no less needed than they were last week or last month or last
year. Our capacity remains undiminished. But our time of standing pat,
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of protecting narrow interests and putting off unpleasant decisions – that
time has surely passed.
To the people of poor nations, we pledge to work alongside you to make
your farms flourish and let clean waters flow; to nourish starved bodies
and feed hungry minds.
And to those nations like ours that enjoy relative plenty, we say we can no
longer afford indifference to the suffering outside our borders, nor can we
consume the world’s resources without regard to effect. For the world has
changed, and we must change with it.
For as much as government can do and must do, it is ultimately the faith
and determination of the American people upon which this nation relies.
It is the kindness to take in a stranger when the levees break; the
selflessness of workers who would rather cut their hours than see a friend
lose their job which sees us through our darkest hours.
It is the firefighter’s courage to storm a stairway filled with smoke, but
also a parent’s willingness to nurture a child, that finally decides our fate.
Our challenges may be new, the instruments with which we meet them
may be new, but those values upon which our success depends, honesty
and hard work, courage and fair play, tolerance and curiosity, loyalty and
patriotism – these things are old.
What is demanded then is a return to these truths. What is required of
us now is a new era of responsibility – a recognition, on the part of every
American, that we have duties to ourselves, our nation and the world,
duties that we do not grudgingly accept but rather seize gladly, firm in the
knowledge that there is nothing so satisfying to the spirit, so defining of
our character than giving our all to a difficult task.
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